Social Housing Statistics
The levels of social housing need are assessed and monitored by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE). Social Housing is housing that is provided at an affordable rent by the Housing Executive and registered housing associations; that is, housing associations that are registered and regulated by the Department for Communities (DfC) as a social housing provider. 
The five-year assessment for Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough for 2024-29 shows a need for an additional 1,622 units over this period.       
 Figure 1: Social housing need in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 2014-19 to 2024-29. Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.
With an additional 1,622 units required in the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough between 2024-29, figure 2 shows this need by settlement area within the Borough.  With no change from the previous period, North Lurgan and Portadown 2 exhibit the highest levels of social housing need in the Borough with 296 and 261 units required respectively.  Those settlements with a need less than 10 have been grouped together and have a total need of 45.
Figure 2: Social housing need in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough by settlement 2024-29.   Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

The NIHE waiting list can be used to determine the pressure for social housing in an area. NIHE holds data on all housing applications and allocations (‘the waiting list’) made through the Common Selection Scheme in their Housing Management System.
As at March 2025, there were 4,148 applicants on the waiting list in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough.
Of these applicants, 2,760 (or 66.5%) were in housing stress (where they have 30 or more points under the Common Selection Scheme.) The number of applicants on the waiting list and the number in housing stress has increased over the past year and the number of applicants in housing stress is currently the highest it has been of the years presented. 
More than 410 applicants were allocated social housing in the Borough in the year ending March 2025, almost 15% less than the previous year. Figure 3: Social housing waiting list trends, Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 2014 to 2025. Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

Table 1 presents a breakdown of the applicants and allocations by household type (definitions of each of the household types are provided on the following page).  Single persons account for 42% of all applicants with small families (24.5%) and older persons (14.7%) the next biggest groupings.  Of the 1,017 small family applicants, almost 70% were in housing stress.  Approximately 69% of the single person applicants were in housing stress while 59% of the older person households were in housing stress. 
There were more than 410 allocations in the year up to March 2025 and the majority of these were allocated to single persons.  Small families were allocated approximately one quarter of all allocations.  Large adult households were allocated less than 10 houses in the year ending March 2025.  
	Type
	Single Person
	Small Adult
	Small Family
	Large Adult
	Large Family
	Older Person
	Total

	Applicant
	1,742
	228
	1017
	176
	376
	609
	4,148

	Applicant in Housing Stress
	1197
	144
	703
	107
	249
	360
	2,760

	% of Applicants in Housing Stress
	68.7%
	63.2%
	69.1%
	60.8%
	66.2%
	59.1%
	66.5%

	Allocation
	158
	21
	104
	<10
	37
	90
	410


Table 1: Waiting list at March 2025 in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

The household breakdown of the 2,760 applicants in housing stress shows 1,197 (43%) were single person households, 703 (25.5%) were small family households and 360 (13%) were older person households.  Figure 4: Composition of housing stress applications at March 2025 (i.e. 30 points or more) in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

	Household Type
	Definition

	Single person
	1 person 16-59 years old

	Older person
	1 or 2 persons aged 16 or over, at least 1 over 60

	Small adult
	2 persons 16-59 years old

	Small family
	1 or 2 persons aged 16 or over, with 1 or 2 children

	Large family
	1 or 2 persons aged 16 or over, and 3 or more persons 0-15, or 3 or more persons 16 or over and 2 or more persons aged 0-15

	Large adult
	3 or more persons aged 16 or over with or without 1 person aged 0-15


Table 2: Household Types Definitions. Source: Northern Ireland Housing Executive.


Further information on social housing can be found via the following links:
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Partners/Commissioning-prospectus
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Partners/Housing-Investment-Plans-(HIPS)
Social Housing Need	
2014-19	2015-20	2016-21	2017-22	2018-23	2019-24	2020-25	2021-26	2022-27	2023-28	2024-29	317	302	302	327	360	504	646	820	1101	1498	1622	



North Lurgan 	Portadown 2 	Banbridge Town 	Armagh 1 	Central Craigavon 	South Lurgan 	Portadown 1 	Dromore 	Armagh 2 	Remaining Settlments (need less than 10)	Derrymacash/Derrytrasna/Kinnego 	Rathfriland 	Gilford	Keady 	Richhill	Markethill 	Aghagallon  / Derrymore	Portadown Rural 	Lawrencetown	Waringstown 	Loughbrickland 	Magheralin	Middletown 	296	261	194	186	149	103	92	56	53	45	27	23	18	15	15	13	12	12	11	11	10	10	10	


Applicants	
2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	3161	3059	2957	3080	2937	3076	3220	4041	3721	3712	3916	4148	Applicants  in Housing Stress	
2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	1233	1189	1142	1268	1382	1719	1946	2367	2271	2311	2470	2760	Allocations 	
2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	744	708	735	549	556	557	498	419	503	384	481	410	
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