Good Relations
The Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (NILT)[footnoteRef:1] deals with the attitudes, values and beliefs of the people in Northern Ireland on a wide range of issues, including relations between Protestants and Catholics. [1:  Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK) - https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/] 

The NILT survey asks respondents:
· What about relations between Protestants and Catholics? Would you say they are better than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then?
· And what about in 5 years time? Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse than now, or about the same as now?
For the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, almost 85% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better (44%) or about the same (40.6%) as they were 5 years ago. Just 10% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago which is down slightly from the previous results for the combined years 2021-23 when 10.3% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.   In Northern Ireland overall, 41.5% of respondents believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better now than they were 5 years ago which is 2.5 percentage points lower than Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. Just over 43% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall believe relations are about the same as 5 years ago while 10.1% believe relations are worse now than 5 years ago.
For the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, 36.3% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time. This is an increase of 4.5 percentage points on the previous year.  Almost 43% of respondents in the Borough believe relations will be about the same as they are now while 11.6% believe that relations will be worse in 5 years time.  When compared with last year’s results this is a fall of more than 2 percentage points.  Almost 8% of respondents in the Borough responded don’t know to this question.  In Northern Ireland overall 35.3% of respondents believe relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time, just one percentage point lower than the Borough.  A higher proportion of respondents in Northern Ireland (43.4%) than the Borough (42.9%) believe relations will be about the same 5 years from now while 11.8% believe relations will be worse.  Just 7.2% of Northern Ireland respondents answered don’t know.
	 
	Relations between Protestants and Catholics

	 
	5 years ago
	In 5 years time

	
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Better
	44.0%
	41.5%
	36.3%
	35.3%

	Worse
	10.0%
	10.1%
	11.6%
	11.8%

	About the same
	40.6%
	43.1%
	42.9%
	43.4%

	Other
	0.3%
	1.3%
	1.6%
	2.3%

	Don’t know
	5.1%
	4.0%
	7.6%
	7.2%


Table 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022 - 2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022 - 2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey also asks:
· In some areas the communities are divided and Protestant and Catholics tend to go to different local shops or use different GP surgeries and other services. Thinking about this area, would you say this happens a lot, a little or not at all?
Respondents to the survey in the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024 in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services a lot (30.7%) or a little (34.2%) while 20.3% do not think this happens at all.  Almost 15% of respondents in the Borough answered don’t know.  In Northern Ireland overall, a higher proportion of respondents stated that that this doesn’t happen at all (27.4%) while a lower proportion stated that it happens a lot (23.6%).  Compared to the results for the previous combined period 2021-23, a higher percentage (+3.2 percentage points) in the Borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services either a little or a lot.  In Northern Ireland, the total proportions are relatively unchanged from a total of 58.6% in 2021-2023 to 57.8% in 2022-2024.
	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland 

	A lot
	30.7%
	23.6%

	A little
	34.2%
	34.2%

	Not at all
	20.3%
	27.4%

	Don't know
	14.8%
	14.7%


Table 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK). Figure 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey further asks:
· Do you think leisure centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that parks in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that libraries in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that shopping centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?

In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 72.3% of respondents to the combined years of the 2022, 2023 and 2024 survey think that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 22.4% think they are probably ‘shared and open’. This compared to 63.6% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall answering that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 25.9% think they are probably ‘shared and open’.
When respondents in the Borough were asked about parks, 69.6% answered that they are definitely and 19.9% probably ‘shared and open’. Comparing these to Northern Ireland overall responses were 64.2% and 25.1% respectively.
Agreement that libraries are definitely or probably ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics was slightly higher in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (95.8%) than Northern Ireland (93%). 
Shopping centres are thought to be ‘shared and open’ by 96.3% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (79.1% yes definitely, 17.2% yes probably). This is slightly higher than the responses from Northern Ireland overall (94.3%). 
	 
	….. In this area are 'shared and open' to both Protestants and Catholics 

	 
	Leisure Centres 
	Parks 
	Libraries 
	Shopping Centres 

	 
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Yes, definitely
	72.3%
	63.6%
	69.6%
	64.2%
	74.8%
	69.8%
	79.1%
	72.4%

	Yes, probably
	22.4%
	25.9%
	19.9%
	25.1%
	21.0%
	23.2%
	17.2%
	21.9%

	No Probably not
	1.0%
	5.2%
	5.8%
	6.1%
	0.2%
	2.6%
	0.5%
	2.5%

	No Definitely not
	0.7%
	1.3%
	1.8%
	1.7%
	0.3%
	0.8%
	0.3%
	0.4%

	None in this area
	0.7%
	1.1%
	0.0%
	0.5%
	1.3%
	0.9%
	0.2%
	0.8%

	Don't know
	2.9%
	2.8%
	2.9%
	2.4%
	2.4%
	2.7%
	2.7%
	2.0%


Table 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022 - 2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestant and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The following questions also refer to relations between Protestants and Catholics.  
· If you had a choice, would you prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people of only your own religion, or in a mixed-religion neighbourhood?
· And if you were working and had to change your job, would you prefer a workplace with people of only your own religion, or a mixed religion workplace?
· And if you were deciding where to send your children to school, would you prefer a school with children of only your own religion, or a mixed-religion school?

For the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, almost 15% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that they would prefer to live in a neighbourhood with people only of their own religion while just over 71% would prefer to live in a mixed-religion neighbourhood.  
When it comes to workplace, 84.5% of respondents would prefer a mixed religion workplace and less than 5% would prefer a workplace only with people of their own religion.  With regards schools, a much higher proportion (31.4%) of those who responded stated that they would prefer a school only with people of their own religion while almost 59% said they would prefer a mixed religion school for their children.  
Figure 4: Percentage of people who prefer mixed religion neighbourhoods / workplaces / schools in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

Figure 5: Percentage of people who prefer neighbourhoods / workplaces / schools with people of their own religion only in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
With regards those who would prefer places with only people of their own religion, the above chart compares the results for the Borough with the Northern Ireland average.  While the percentage of people preferring to live in a neighbourhood or work in a place with only people of their own religion is similar for the Borough and Northern Ireland, when it comes to schooling, a much lower percentage of people in Northern Ireland overall stated that they would prefer a school with children of only their own religion, 22.3% in NI compared to 31.4% in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough.
Respondents to the survey were also asked if there has been any time in the last year when they have felt intimidated or annoyed by either
· Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags
· Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags
For the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, 30.4% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that in the past year they had felt intimidated by Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags while 40.2% had felt annoyed by them.  The figures for Northern Ireland overall were slightly lower with 25.5% of respondents feeling intimidated by Republican murals, kerb paintings or flags and 37.1% feeling annoyed by them.  With regards those feeling intimated or annoyed by Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags, the percentages were slightly higher in both the Borough and Northern Ireland overall.  In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon, 32% of respondents reported feeling intimidated compared to 37.5% in Northern Ireland overall.  While almost 48% of respondents in the Borough reported feeling annoyed by Loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags, over 52% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall stated that they felt annoyed by them.  
 Figure 6: Percentage of people who felt intimidated or annoyed in the last year by republican or loyalist murals, kerb paintings or flags in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).



Respondents were asked how much they agreed or disagreed with a number of statements including the following:
· The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society
· I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society

Figure 7: Percentage of people who agreed or strongly agreed with each statement in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
For the combined years of 2022, 2023 and 2024, 66.3% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society compared to 70.8% in Northern Ireland overall.  

In the Borough, 64.3% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society which was similar to Northern Ireland overall where 63.3% agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. Just  60% of respondents in the Borough agreed or strongly agreed that the culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society compared to 65.6% in Northern Ireland overall.  

Finally, just 44.3% of respondents in the Borough felt that their own cultural identity is respected by society, the equivalent figure for Northern Ireland was 49.9%.  



Keeping with the theme of cultural identity, respondents were also asked the following questions:
· Thinking about your workplace, is it a place where you feel you can be open about your own cultural identity? (Inc only those who have a workplace)

In the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough for the combined years 2022, 2023 & 2024, more than three quarters of respondents felt that they could be open about their own cultural identity in their workplace while almost 21% felt that they could not.  The figures were relatively similar for Northern Ireland overall.  

Figure 8: Percentage of people who feel their workplace is a place where they can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

· And thinking about the schools that your children attend – if you have children at school – are all these schools places where your children feel that they can be open about their own cultural identity? (Inc only those who have children at school)

For those in the Borough that have children at school almost 80% of respondents felt that schools were places where their children could be open about their own cultural identity while just less than 10% felt that they could not.  In Northern Ireland, the equivalent figures were 79.2% and 10.7%.  In the Borough, 7.4% of respondents felt that it would depend on the school as to whether or not the children could be open about their own cultural identity. In Northern Ireland overall, the equivalent figure was 5.6%.
 Figure 9: Percentage of people who feel their schools are a place where their children can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

· And thinking of the neighbourhood where you live, is it a place where you feel you can be open about your own cultural identity?

With regards to the neighbourhood that people live in, just over 80% of respondents in both the Borough and Northern Ireland overall felt that their neighbourhood was a place where they could be open about their own cultural identity. Surprisingly though, approximately 15% of respondents live in a neighbourhood where they don’t feel that they can be open about their own cultural identity. 

Figure 10: Percentage of people who feel their neighbourhood is a place where they can be open about their own cultural identity in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022-24. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
The NILT survey asks respondents:
Supposing there was an event that you wanted to go to in a nearby town. How safe do you think you would feel going if it was to be held in these premises?
· A GAA club (Gaelic Sports club) 
· An Orange hall 
· A Catholic secondary school 
· A Protestant secondary school 

	 
	A GAA club (Gaelic Sports club) 
	An Orange Hall 

	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland

	Very Safe
	36.1%
	39.9%
	28.2%
	23.3%

	Quite Safe
	23.8%
	24.8%
	31.7%
	28.4%

	Neither safe nor unsafe
	14.9%
	15.4%
	14.0%
	18.3%

	Quite Unsafe
	9.3%
	8.3%
	10.0%
	13.3%

	Very Unsafe
	7.9%
	6.4%
	8.7%
	10.5%

	I don't know
	7.3%
	5.0%
	6.7%
	6.0%

	Prefer not to say 
	0.7%
	0.2%
	0.7%
	0.2%

	Grand Total
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 4: How safe people would feel attending events in nearby towns, results for Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022 - 2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
For the combined years 2022, 2023 and 2024, approximately 60% of respondents in the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough stated that they would feel either quite safe or very safe attending an event in a GAA Club in a nearby town. This is lower than the average for Northern Ireland at 64.7%.  In the Borough, just over 17% of respondents stated that they would feel either quite unsafe or very unsafe attending an event in a GAA Club in a nearby town which is higher than the average for Northern Ireland at 14.7%. 
With regards attending an event in an Orange Hall in a nearby town, almost 60% of respondents in the Borough stated that they would feel very safe or quite safe compared to just 51.7% in Northern Ireland overall.  Approximately 19% of respondents stated that they would feel either quite unsafe or very unsafe attending an event in an Orange Hall in a nearby town which is just over 5 percentage points lower than the average for Northern Ireland at 23.8%. 








	 
	A Catholic secondary school 
	A Protestant secondary school 

	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland

	Very Safe
	44.7%
	50.5%
	47.4%
	46.0%

	Quite Safe
	31.4%
	29.2%
	36.6%
	34.1%

	Neither safe nor unsafe
	12.1%
	11.9%
	9.1%
	12.8%

	Quite Unsafe
	5.0%
	3.6%
	2.1%
	2.4%

	Very Unsafe
	2.0%
	1.7%
	0.6%
	1.4%

	I don't know
	4.2%
	3.0%
	3.6%
	3.1%

	Prefer not to say 
	0.7%
	0.2%
	0.7%
	0.1%

	Grand Total
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 5: How safe people would feel attending events in nearby towns, results for Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2022 - 2024. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
With regards events in nearby towns held in secondary schools, in the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough, 84% of respondents would feel safe attending an event in a Protestant school compared to 76% who would feel safe attending an event in a Catholic School.  In Northern Ireland overall, the proportions are much the same with approximately 80% of respondents stating that they would feel safe attending an event in either a Catholic secondary school or a Protestant secondary school in a nearby town. 
Further information can be found via the following links:
https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/
https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx  and type Northern Ireland Life and Times into the search bar.
Yes  	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres 	Parks 	Libraries 	Shopping Centres 	0.94655785232989387	0.89497055970146877	0.89565535885128578	0.89244039081515047	0.95794812069757862	0.93038171145856796	0.96330592843843588	0.94345086089338837	No  	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres 	Parks 	Libraries 	Shopping Centres 	1.6849995194504773E-2	6.5673144565537758E-2	7.5640399614074719E-2	7.8599056818607585E-2	5.2393598876058758E-3	3.4206661611988834E-2	7.989830026924662E-3	2.9293266406339721E-2	Don't know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres 	Parks 	Libraries 	Shopping Centres 	2.9192780339126201E-2	2.7867154819170084E-2	2.8704241534639428E-2	2.3923574826336173E-2	2.3889400232732647E-2	2.6761358726012451E-2	2.6766354155435556E-2	1.9505388765947228E-2	



Neighbourhood	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	0.14876100966787079	0.71180067661089486	4.1232241884086973E-2	9.8206071837147343E-2	Workplace	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	4.8172765143589674E-2	0.84514759193513089	4.9336274987748147E-2	5.7343367933531272E-2	School 	
My own religion only 	A mixed religion 	Other 	I don't know	0.31420297209491793	0.58641853450764669	4.4842975169385527E-2	5.4535518228049674E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Neigbourhood 	Workplace	School 	0.14876100966787079	4.8172765143589674E-2	0.31420297209491793	Northern Ireland	
Neigbourhood 	Workplace	School 	0.13576810939790149	4.7725436690150926E-2	0.22296363398508878	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Intimitaded	Annoyed	Intimitaded	Annoyed	Republican 	Loyalist 	0.30387843552202765	0.402011189048183	0.32150523680050164	0.476283333307082	Northern Ireland	
Intimitaded	Annoyed	Intimitaded	Annoyed	Republican 	Loyalist 	0.25457772068797008	0.37135341719946979	0.375153632425825	0.52086717692612838	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society	0.66279294646852294	0.64319364910191534	0.60019148545945356	0.44335163259022248	Northern Ireland	
The culture and traditions of the Catholic community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of the Protestant community add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	The culture and traditions of people from different minority ethnic groups add to the richness and diversity of Northern Ireland society	I feel that my own cultural identity is respected by society	0.70810698864096	0.63324108504048371	0.6559217075808057	0.49857703501824924	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.42993388406562688	0.34650784182648403	0.14950038444416328	4.7761289021603225E-2	2.6296600642122622E-2	Northern Ireland	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.45036222690677907	0.31406644117456772	0.1475036750070523	5.7502917394439947E-2	3.0564739517160794E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Depends on the school	Don't know	0.4433290114805713	0.35126730067378253	8.4254231293043449E-2	1.3396583653479257E-2	7.4304873105976443E-2	3.3447999793147089E-2	Northern Ireland	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Depends on the school	Don't know	0.44478378693613446	0.34678223660043195	8.5993701555401703E-2	2.0718725404952922E-2	5.5843202388096272E-2	4.5878347114982572E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.4313150286034193	0.37750015487436994	0.11931472604797003	2.7107675207670753E-2	4.4762415266570127E-2	Northern Ireland	
Yes, definitely 	Yes, probably 	No, probably not 	No, definitely not 	Don't know	0.46744532808512657	0.33563818210823515	0.11825673023390895	4.0149921157164557E-2	3.8509838415564671E-2	



Better	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.44	0.41499999999999998	0.36299999999999999	0.35299999999999998	Worse	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.1	0.10100000000000001	0.11600000000000001	0.11799999999999999	About the same	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.40600000000000003	0.43099999999999999	0.42899999999999999	0.434	Other	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	3.0000000000000001E-3	1.2999999999999999E-2	1.6E-2	2.3E-2	Don’t know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	5.0999999999999997E-2	0.04	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.1999999999999995E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.30691592023163056	0.3422083845058882	0.202556648935176	0.14831904632730519	Northern Ireland 	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.23613558838718485	0.34228705706890455	0.27436998988994232	0.1472073646539683	
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