Good Relations
The Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (NILT)[footnoteRef:1] deals with the attitudes, values and beliefs of the people in Northern Ireland on a wide range of issues, including relations between Protestant and Catholics. [1:  Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK) - https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/] 

The NILT survey asks respondents:
· What about relations between Protestants and Catholics? Would you say they are better than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then?
· And what about in 5 years time? Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse than now, or about the same as now?
For the combined years of 2020, 2021 and 2022, almost 87% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better (44.5%) or about the same (42.5%) as they were 5 years ago. Less than 9% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.  This is an improvement on the previous results for the combined years 2019-21 when more than 12% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.   In Northern Ireland overall, almost 38% of respondents believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better now than they were 5 years ago which is 6.6 percentage points lower than Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. More than 46% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall believe relations are about the same as 5 years ago while 11.2% believe relations are worse now than 5 years ago.
For the combined years of 2020, 2021 and 2022, 36.6% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time.  Almost 43% of respondents in the borough believe relations will be about the same as they are now while 11.6% believe that relations will be worse in 5 years time.  Just over 7% of respondents in the borough responded don’t know to this question.  In Northern Ireland overall 32.7% of respondents believe relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time, slightly less than the borough.  A higher proportion of respondents in Northern Ireland (45%) than the borough believe relations will be about the same 5 years from now while 13.3% believe relations will be worse.  Just 7% of Northern Ireland respondents answered don’t know.
	 
	Relations between Protestants and Catholics

	 
	5 years ago
	In 5 years time

	
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Better
	44.5%
	37.9%
	36.6%
	32.7%

	Worse
	8.9%
	11.2%
	11.6%
	13.3%

	About the same
	42.5%
	46.4%
	42.7%
	45.0%

	Other
	0.4%
	1.0%
	1.7%
	2.1%

	Don’t know
	3.8%
	3.5%
	7.4%
	7.0%


Table 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020 - 2022. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020 - 2022. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey also asks:
· In some areas the communities are divided and Protestant and Catholics tend to go to different local shops or use different GP surgeries and other services. Thinking about this area, would you say this happens a lot, a little or not at all?
Respondents to the survey in the combined years of 2020, 2021 and 2022 in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services a lot (28.9%) or a little (35.7%) while 21.4% do not think this happens at all. Just over 13% of respondents in the borough answered don’t know.  In Northern Ireland overall, a higher proportion of respondents stated that that this doesn’t happen at all (27.8%) while a lower proportion stated that it happens a lot (23.2%).  Compared to the results for the previous combined period 2019-21, more people in the borough and Northern Ireland overall now believe that that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services.  
	 
	Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon
	Northern Ireland 

	A lot
	28.9%
	23.2%

	A little
	35.7%
	35.6%

	Not at all
	21.4%
	27.8%

	Don't know
	13.4%
	13.2%

	Prefer not to say
	0.5%
	0.2%

	 
	100.0%
	100.0%


Table 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020-2022. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
 Figure 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020-2022. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
The NILT survey further asks:
· Do you think leisure centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that parks in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that libraries in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that shopping centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?

In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 75.8% of respondents to the combined years of the 2020, 2021 and 2022 survey think that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 18.1% think they are probably ‘shared and open’. This compared to 62.2% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall answering that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 25.9% think they are probably ‘shared and open’.
When respondents in the borough were asked about parks, 71.9% answered that they are definitely and 19.6% probably ‘shared and open’. Comparing these to Northern Ireland overall responses were 63.8% and 24.9% respectively.
Agreement that libraries are definitely and probably ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics was slightly higher in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough than Northern Ireland. 
Shopping centres are thought to be ‘shared and open’ by 96.8% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (80.8% yes definitely, 15.9% yes probably). This is slightly higher than the responses from Northern Ireland overall (94.2%). 

	 
	….. In this area are 'shared and open' to both Protestants and Catholics 

	 
	Leisure Centres 
	Parks 
	Libraries 
	Shopping Centres 

	 
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Yes, definitely
	75.8%
	62.2%
	71.9%
	63.8%
	79.2%
	68.3%
	80.8%
	72.8%

	Yes, probably
	18.1%
	25.9%
	19.6%
	24.9%
	16.2%
	24.4%
	15.9%
	21.4%

	No Probably not
	1.6%
	6.0%
	5.3%
	6.8%
	2.3%
	3.0%
	1.1%
	2.7%

	No Definitely not
	1.2%
	1.7%
	1.2%
	1.7%
	0.2%
	0.7%
	0.2%
	0.5%

	None in this area
	0.6%
	1.3%
	0.1%
	0.7%
	0.1%
	0.9%
	0.5%
	1.0%

	Don't know
	2.7%
	2.9%
	1.9%
	2.1%
	2.0%
	2.6%
	1.4%
	1.6%


Table 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020 - 2022. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

Figure 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestant and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2020-22. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

Further information can be found via the following links:
https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/

https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx  and type Northern Ireland Life and Times into the search bar.
Yes	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	0.93845857738346738	0.88093248420056969	0.91481767939698622	0.88724234771489319	0.95349642954076452	0.92765960726870322	0.96764366883430109	0.94183109395453346	No	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.7996393557159181E-2	7.6474795364710108E-2	6.4634307199834179E-2	8.5123745456779754E-2	2.5167393882421396E-2	3.7194149748416713E-2	1.3812202171071979E-2	3.1367753678728551E-2	Don't know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.7341426041485695E-2	2.9367682450843115E-2	1.9360465017100526E-2	2.1072190335779263E-2	2.0148628190734791E-2	2.5995249963693283E-2	1.3718210036095838E-2	1.6435961458799279E-2	



Better	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.44491121827157587	0.37886519793034767	0.36564610173895135	0.32673520111941212	Worse	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	8.8798333314292335E-2	0.11181075243212406	0.11647300895829299	0.13251850414792959	About the same	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.42451394343364279	0.46399715382088796	0.42716738812014787	0.45011680587435415	Other	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	4.0269533311424388E-3	1.0320533810812377E-2	1.7181690614393764E-2	2.06741701341264E-2	Don’t know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	3.7749551649346694E-2	3.5006362005828053E-2	7.3531810568214132E-2	6.9955318724177887E-2	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.28900187670601751	0.35748366278571969	0.21406042536286446	0.13422305749105218	Northern Ireland 	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.23206718805302434	0.35602539646159942	0.27805262035394707	0.13233465569250627	
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