Good Relations
The Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (NILT)[footnoteRef:1] deals with the attitudes, values and beliefs of the people in Northern Ireland on a wide range of issues, including relations between Protestant and Catholics. [1:  Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK) - https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/] 

The NILT survey asks respondents:
· What about relations between Protestants and Catholics? Would you say they are better than they were 5 years ago, worse, or about the same now as then?
· And what about in 5 years time? Do you think relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better than now, worse than now, or about the same as now?
For the combined years of 2019, 2020 and 2021, just over 80% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better (39.8%) or about the same (40.7%) as they were 5 years ago. Approximately 12% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.  Although this figure has fallen slightly from the previous combined years, it still remains significantly higher than 2016-2018 results when just 3.3% of respondents believed that relations were worse now than they were 5 years ago.   In Northern Ireland overall, 38% of respondents believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics are better now than they were 5 years ago, slightly lower than Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. A higher proportion of respondents in Northern Ireland overall, 44.1%, believe relations are about the same as 5 years ago. The proportion of respondents who believe relations are worse now than 5 years ago is the same in Northern Ireland and the borough at 12.3%.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the combined years of 2019, 2020 and 2021 the largest proportion of respondents (35.4%) in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that relations between Protestants and Catholics will be about the same in 5 years time. 33.8% of respondents in the borough believe relations will be better while 14.8% believe that relations will be worse in 5 years time. Over 15% of respondents in the borough responded don’t know to this question.  In Northern Ireland overall 31.7% of respondents believe relations between Protestants and Catholics will be better in 5 years time, slightly less than the borough.  A higher proportion of respondents in Northern Ireland (39%) than the borough believe relations will be about the same 5 years from now while 14.4% believe relations will be worse. 13.3% of Northern Ireland respondents answered don’t know.
	 
	Relations between Protestants and Catholics

	 
	5 years ago
	In 5 years time

	
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Better
	39.8%
	38.0%
	33.8%
	31.7%

	Worse
	12.3%
	12.3%
	14.8%
	14.4%

	About the same
	40.7%
	44.1%
	35.4%
	39.0%

	Other
	0.4%
	0.6%
	0.8%
	1.6%

	Don’t know
	6.6%
	4.8%
	15.2%
	13.3%


Table 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019 - 2021. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
Figure 1: Percentage of people who think relations between Protestants and Catholics are better, worse, or about the same as 5 years ago and 5 years from now in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019 to 2021. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

The NILT survey also asks:
· In some areas the communities are divided and Protestant and Catholics tend to go to different local shops or use different GP surgeries and other services. Thinking about this area, would you say this happens a lot, a little or not at all?
Respondents to the survey in the combined years of 2019, 2020 and 2021 in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough believe that Protestants and Catholics tend to go to different local shops, GP surgeries and other services a lot (24.2%) or a little (28.3%).  This has increased from the previous reported results for the combined years 2018-20 where 18% of respondents said this happened a lot and 26.2% said this happened a little.  The proportion who felt this does not happen at all has fallen from 44.7% in 2018-20 to 32% in 2019-21.   In Northern Ireland overall, a higher portion of respondents reported that this does not happen at all (38.7%) while 19.1% believe it happens a lot and 28.8% a little. 
	 
	ABC
	NI

	A lot
	24.2%
	19.1%

	A little
	28.3%
	28.8%

	Not at all
	32.0%
	38.7%

	Don’t know
	15.0%
	13.3%


Table 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019-2021. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).



Figure 2: Percentage of people who think Protestants and Catholics use different local shops, GP surgeries and other services in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019-2021. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).
The NILT survey further asks:
· Do you think leisure centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that parks in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that libraries in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?
· Do you think that shopping centres in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics?

In Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough 73% of respondents to the combined years of the 2019, 2020 and 2021 survey think that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 13.5% think they are probably ‘shared and open’. This compared to 61.8% of respondents in Northern Ireland overall answering that leisure centres are definitely ‘shared and open’ while 22.7% think they are probably ‘shared and open’.
When respondents in the borough were asked about parks, 70.3% answered that they are definitely and 16.5% probably ‘shared and open’. Comparing these to Northern Ireland overall responses were 64.2% and 22.2% respectively.
Agreement that libraries are definitely and probably ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics was higher in Northern Ireland than in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough. 
Shopping centres are thought to be ‘shared and open’ by 88.7% of respondents in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough (76.9% yes definitely, 11.8% yes probably). This is slightly lower than the responses for Northern Ireland overall (90.3%). 

	 
	. . . . . in this area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics

	 
	Leisure Centres
	Parks
	Libraries
	Shopping Centres

	 
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI
	ABC
	NI

	Yes definitely
	73.0%
	61.8%
	70.3%
	64.2%
	76.9%
	67.3%
	76.9%
	71.0%

	Yes probably
	13.5%
	22.7%
	16.5%
	22.2%
	11.6%
	22.5%
	11.8%
	19.2%

	No probably not
	1.6%
	5.4%
	3.3%
	5.5%
	2.3%
	2.7%
	0.7%
	1.8%

	No definitely not
	1.2%
	1.7%
	1.0%
	1.8%
	0.2%
	0.6%
	0.2%
	0.4%

	None in this area
	7.8%
	5.3%
	6.7%
	4.0%
	6.6%
	4.4%
	8.7%
	5.6%

	Don’t know
	2.4%
	2.9%
	1.7%
	2.1%
	1.8%
	2.3%
	1.2%
	1.7%


Table 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019 - 2021. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

Figure 3: Percentage of people who think, in their area, leisure centres, parks, libraries and shopping centres are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestant and Catholics in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland 2019-21. Source: Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (ARK).

Further information can be found via the following links:
https://www.ark.ac.uk/nilt/

https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx  and type Northern Ireland Life and Times into the search bar.
Yes 	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	0.86475195642975566	0.84549868838139908	0.86812136849681965	0.8641745973922168	0.88568505992441326	0.89811161956116581	0.88768993763910808	0.90269394204321707	No 	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.8391462235701416E-2	7.146901513785639E-2	4.2658698974474649E-2	7.3472682470929501E-2	2.5617436655164215E-2	3.3045617800349911E-2	9.233613279513702E-3	2.253574400223872E-2	None in this area	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	7.84406095402089E-2	5.2934142985714402E-2	6.7443094004920878E-2	4.031363199243982E-2	6.6118407806815951E-2	4.4484768105683511E-2	8.7042760215577053E-2	5.5803303190936772E-2	Don’t know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	Leisure Centres	Parks	Libraries	Shopping Centres	2.4068437600479376E-2	2.9157457756625968E-2	1.7429304329929438E-2	2.1098392406009706E-2	1.8231561419751189E-2	2.3417298794396538E-2	1.1686154671945627E-2	1.7378866688464875E-2	



Better	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.39768381928895413	0.38034167699474225	0.33771634721342952	0.31716001046742198	Worse	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.12330033419438478	0.12296919780212738	0.14802779279452144	0.14372929678597832	About the same	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	0.40724469116370154	0.44145097265349192	0.35358483501822219	0.38965866395399523	Other	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	4.1086986545737173E-3	6.4323244626803069E-3	8.4010529379276461E-3	1.6172430452364644E-2	Don't know	ABC	NI	ABC	NI	5 years ago	In 5 years time	6.5732490703880334E-2	4.8404250446079565E-2	0.15226997203589934	0.13308554536962436	



Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.24188369743248844	0.28307945279721997	0.31995025288912493	0.14973933714754986	Northern Ireland 	A lot	A little	Not at all	Don't know	0.19079563800014196	0.28835762267982257	0.38705732938694909	0.13289040110386657	
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