Businesses
In 2022 there were 9,255 VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in the borough, accounting for 11.7% of all such businesses in Northern Ireland, the third highest of the eleven councils.
	District Council Area
	Number
	% of NI

	Antrim and Newtonabbey
	4,315
	5.5%

	Ards and North Down
	4,870
	6.2%

	Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon
	9,255
	11.7%

	Belfast
	11,405
	14.5%

	Causeway Coast and Glens
	6,280
	8.0%

	Derry City and Strabane
	5,455
	6.9%

	Fermanagh and Omagh
	8,455
	10.7%

	Lisburn and Castlereagh
	5,185
	6.6%

	Mid and East Antrim
	5,055
	6.4%

	Mid Ulster
	9,430
	12.0%

	Newry, Mourne and Down
	9,175
	11.6%

	Northern Ireland
	78,885
	100.0%


Table 1: VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Northern Ireland by Council in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note figures have been rounded to the nearest five and therefore may not sum to totals.


Figure 1: VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Northern Ireland by Council in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA.
The number of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in the borough have been increasing year-on-year since 2014. Between 2014 and 2022, there has been an increase of 1,445 such businesses in the borough. This is an increase of 18.5%, higher than the increases shown in Northern Ireland overall for the same period, 16.5%. The proportion of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in Northern Ireland located in the borough has remained steady over the last eight years.

	 
	Number
	% of NI

	2013
	7,870
	11.6%

	2014
	7,810
	11.5%

	2015
	7,865
	11.6%

	2016
	8,100
	11.6%

	2017
	8,275
	11.6%

	2018
	8,555
	11.6%

	2019
	8,715
	11.5%

	2020
	8,725
	11.5%

	2021
	8,930
	11.5%

	2022
	9,255
	11.7%


Table 2: VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough between 2013 and 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note figures have been rounded to the nearest five.

Figure 2: VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough between 2013 and 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA.

Agriculture, forestry and fishing make up the largest proportion of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in 2022 in the borough, 2,405 accounting for 26%. This is followed by construction (14.2%) and retail (8.5%). Together these three broad industry groups account for almost half (48.7%) of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in the borough. The proportion of agriculture, forestry and fishing in the borough (26%) is higher than the proportion in Northern Ireland overall (23.3%). The proportion of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough in the professional, scientific and technical industry group is lower than Northern Ireland overall, 6.3% in the borough compared to 8.1% in Northern Ireland.
	Broad Industry Group
	Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon
	% 
	Northern Ireland
	%

	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	2,405
	26.0%
	18,345
	23.3%

	Production
	705
	7.6%
	5,550
	7.0%

	Construction
	1,315
	14.2%
	11,195
	14.2%

	Motor trades
	390
	4.2%
	2,900
	3.7%

	Wholesale
	435
	4.7%
	3,300
	4.2%

	Retail
	785
	8.5%
	6,130
	7.8%

	Transport and storage (inc. postal)
	565
	6.1%
	3,315
	4.2%

	Accommodation and food services
	435
	4.7%
	4,495
	5.7%

	Information and communication
	150
	1.6%
	2,155
	2.7%

	Finance and insurance
	115
	1.2%
	1,270
	1.6%

	Property
	255
	2.8%
	2,410
	3.1%

	Professional, scientific and technical
	580
	6.3%
	6,365
	8.1%

	Business administration and support services
	320
	3.5%
	3,115
	3.9%

	Public administration and defence
	0
	0.0%
	50
	0.1%

	Education
	70
	0.8%
	720
	0.9%

	Health
	240
	2.6%
	2,850
	3.6%

	Arts, entertainment, recreation & other svs
	495
	5.3%
	4,715
	6.0%

	Total
	9,255
	100.0%
	78,885
	100.0%


Table 3: Broad industry group of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note figures have been rounded to the nearest five and therefore may not sum to totals.
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Figure 3: Broad industry group of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA.
The majority of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in the borough in 2022 employ fewer than 50 people, 98.4% of such businesses. This is similar to the Northern Ireland business profile of which 97.9% are businesses with less than 50 people employed. Only 1% of businesses in Northern Ireland and 0.9% in the borough have 100 or more employees.  
	Employee Size Band
	Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon
	% 
	Northern Ireland
	%

	01
	2,955
	31.9%
	23,410
	29.7%

	1-9
	5,440
	58.8%
	47,100
	59.7%

	10-19
	440
	4.8%
	4,255
	5.4%

	20-49
	270
	2.9%
	2,475
	3.1%

	50-99
	70
	0.8%
	810
	1.0%

	100-199
	45
	0.5%
	410
	0.5%

	200-249
	10
	0.1%
	100
	0.1%

	250+
	30
	0.3%
	320
	0.4%

	Total
	9,255
	100.0%
	78,885
	100.0%


Table 4: Employee size band of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note figures have been rounded to the nearest five and therefore may not sum to totals.                      1This sizeband includes holding companies and those companies that are not yet trading, for example, if a factory is under construction.

Figure 4: Employee size band of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note the zero sizeband includes holding companies and those companies that are not yet trading, for example, if a factory is under construction.




The turnover profile for VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough in 2022 is also broadly similar to that of Northern Ireland. 82.9% of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses in the borough have a turnover of less than £500,000 compared to 82.2% for Northern Ireland overall. Around one in ten businesses in the borough have a turnover of £1,000,000 or more. The percentage is just slightly higher for Northern Ireland at 10.4%. 
	Turnover Size Band  (£ thousand)
	Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon
	% 
	Northern Ireland
	%

	0-49
	2,420
	26.1%
	20,665
	26.2%

	50-99
	1,765
	19.1%
	14,750
	18.7%

	100-249
	2,340
	25.3%
	20,085
	25.5%

	250-499
	1,145
	12.4%
	9,310
	11.8%

	500-999
	670
	7.2%
	5,855
	7.4%

	1,000-4,999
	690
	7.5%
	6,160
	7.8%

	5,000+
	235
	2.5%
	2,060
	2.6%

	Total
	9,255
	100.0%
	78,885
	100.0%


Table 5: Turnover size band of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA. Please note figures have been rounded to the nearest five and therefore may not sum to totals.     
            
Figure 5: Turnover size band of VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough and Northern Ireland in 2022. Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, NISRA.

Further information on businesses can be found via the following link:
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/business-statistics/inter-departmental-business-register

Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon	0-49	50-99	100-249	250-499	500-999	1,000-4,999	5,000+	0.26148028092922743	0.19070772555375473	0.25283630470016205	0.12371690977849811	7.2393300918422471E-2	7.4554294975688815E-2	2.5391680172879523E-2	Northern Ireland	0-49	50-99	100-249	250-499	500-999	1,000-4,999	5,000+	0.26196361792482731	0.18698104836153895	0.25461114280281422	0.11801990238955441	7.4221968688597331E-2	7.808835646827661E-2	2.6113963364391202E-2	



% of NI	Belfast	Mid Ulster	Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon	Newry, Mourne and Down	Fermanagh and Omagh	Causeway Coast and Glens	Derry City and Strabane	Lisburn and Castlereagh	Mid and East Antrim	Ards and North Down	Antrim and Newtonabbey	0.14457754959751537	0.11954110413893643	0.11732268492108766	0.11630855042149965	0.10718133992520758	7.960955821765861E-2	6.9151296190657283E-2	6.572859225454776E-2	6.4080623692717248E-2	6.1735437662419977E-2	5.4699879571528172E-2	


Number	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	7870	7810	7865	8100	8275	8555	8715	8725	8930	9255	


Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon	Agriculture, forestry and fishing	Construction	Retail	Production	Professional, scientific and technical	Transport and storage (inc. postal)	Arts, entertainment, recreation and other services	Wholesale	Accommodation and food services	Motor trades	Business administration and support services	Property	Health	Information and communication	Finance and insurance	Education	Public administration and defence	0.25985953538627771	0.14208535926526203	8.4819016747703938E-2	7.6175040518638576E-2	6.266882766072393E-2	6.1048082117774176E-2	5.3484602917341979E-2	4.7001620745542948E-2	4.7001620745542948E-2	4.2139384116693678E-2	3.4575904916261481E-2	2.7552674230145867E-2	2.5931928687196109E-2	1.6207455429497569E-2	1.242571582928147E-2	7.5634792004321992E-3	0	


Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon	
Micro Business (0-9)	Small Business (10-49)	Medium Business (50-249)	Large Business (250+)	0.90707725553754726	7.6715289032955158E-2	1.350621285791464E-2	3.2414910858995136E-3	Northern Ireland	
Micro Business (0-9)	Small Business (10-49)	Medium Business (50-249)	Large Business (250+)	0.89383279457438047	8.5314064777841161E-2	1.6733219243202129E-2	4.0565379983520311E-3	
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