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R The Colincil provides information leaflets on the
- o___oim:m range of pest

What do rats look like?

, in rat typically has brownish fur on its back and is
h, but colour can vary from white through to
idult body length is 200-270mm, plus a tail length
)mm. The ship rat (smaller, black and with hairless
ly encountered in Britain. Rats have
smell and taste. They have an acute sense
ntly using ultrasound to communicate, and

irly sensitive to any sudden noise.
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Where do they live?

ts live in any situation that provides food, water
In| s, they will live in roof spaces, wall
under floorboards. In gardens, they will burrow

[ s and grassy banks or under sheds. Rats are
sewer systems; they are agile climbers

¢ n at almost anything that humans eat.
lamage ca I by rats is through gnawing and ripping
packets of food. They also spoil and contaminate food
ings and hairs. Up to 5% of food produced
le is lost as a result of rodent activity. Unlike mice, rats
r every day
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